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If that fails the amendment is voted on.
If the amendment carries, the main question
as amended is reached. If the amendment
fails, the main question as originally offered
is voted on.
The previous question is a motion to stop
debate, and means that discussion ceases and
the main question is to be voted on at once.
It is seldom used except in legislative bodies.
When used in small organizations it should
require a two-thirds vote to carry it.
Supervision, or Rules. Most by-laws pro-
vide that any, or all, of the by-laws may
be suspended for any meeting by a vote of
two-thirds of the members present. This pro-
vision enables the organization to dispense
with its regular routine of business for the
purpose of devoting the time of the meeting
to other matters of importance.
Points of Order. When a member has
"obtained the floor," that is, has been given
the right to speak, he should be allowed to
proceed without interruption unless he vio-
lates the rules of debate or wanders from
the question under discussion. Should any
member feel that the speaker is out of order
he may rise in his seat and say, "I rise to a
point of order." He should then state his
point and be seated. The speaker should also
be seated until the point is decided by the
president. Should the speaker feel that the
decision is unjust he and one other member
may appeal to the house. In stating the
appeal, the presiding officer should say,
"In the judgment of the house should the
decision of the Chair be sustained?"
A good manual of parliamentary law is
Kobert's Bules of Order.
PARWAS'STJS, the ancient name of a
picturesque mountain in Phocis, Greece, This
mountain, to-day called Likeri, terminates
in twin peaks, which reach a height of 8,000
feet, and which, except in summer, are
crowned with snow. Among the ancient
Greeks it was held sacred to Apollo and the
Muses, Dionysus and Pan. There were two
especially-consecrated spots on the mountain*,
one was the Castalian fountain, a sparkling
spring, still flowing, which -was anciently
supposed to give poetic inspiration to those
who drank from it; the other -was Delphi,
the seat of the famous oracle.
PAENELL, charles stew^ro? (1846-
1891), an Irish statesman and one of Ire-
land's' foremost champions of Home Rule.
He itfas born at Avondale, Ireland, and was
 educated at Cambridge. Becoming a member
of Parliament for Meath in 1875, he organ-
ized the active Home Rule party and devel-
oped its obstruction tactics. In 1879 he for-
mally adopted the policy of the newly-formed
Land League, of which he was chosen presi-
dent, and after 1880 was the virtual head of
the Irish party in Parliament. In the ses-
sion of 1881 so vigorous was his agitation
against the Crimes Act and the Land Act
that, under the terms of the former, he was
imprisoned for six months.
At the general election of 1885 Parnell
was reflected for Cork, and in the nest year
he and his followers supported the Home
Rule proposals introduced by Mr. Gladstone,
while he also brought in a bill for the relief
of Irish tenants. In 1887 he and other mem-
bers of his party were accused by the London
Times of complicity with the crimes and out-
rages committed by the extreme section of
the Irish Nationalist party. To investigate
this charge, a commission was appointed by
the government, which acquitted Parnell of
all the graver charges. Shortly after this,
he became involved in a scandal with Mrs.
O'Shea, wife of one of his supporters, and
lost the influence and the leadership of his
party. He died three months after his mar-
riage to Mrs, O'Shea. He was the author of
a number of books, including An Historical
Apology for the Irish Catholics, Treatise on
the Corn Trade and Agriculture and On
Financial Reform.
PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS, paro'Ual, ele-
mentary schools which are supported and eon-
trolled by religious denominations. Each
school is intended to provide instruction for
the children of the district or church parish
within which it is located, such instruction
including both secular and religious teaching.
Although the Lutherans maintain a parochial
school system, the Roman Catholic organiza-
tion is by far the more highly developed.
The bishop is the head of all the schools in
his diocese and he is assisted in their manage-
ment by a board of priests or diocesan super-
intendents, whose duties are much like those
of public-school superintendents. Within
recent years the system has been developed to
give high-schqol instruction.
PAR'ODY, a humorous imitation of any
serious writing, either prose or poetry. Par-
ody in verse differs from burlesque and from
travesty in that it deals with an entirely dif-
ferent subject from the poem imitated and

